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Released in January 2021, Tangled Roots: a novel by Palo Alto writer Marcia Kemp 

Sterling brings to life the history of immigration to the colonies in the mid-1700s in this 

coming-of-age family saga. 

 

Tied to its era through historical fiction, the story takes us back to the beginnings of 

America’s multi-cultural melting pot, depicting the displacement of Native Americans, the 

introduction of slavery, and the role of indentured servitude in meeting the demands for 

manpower in the vast wilderness of the new continent. 

 

Told through the voices of three young immigrants, Tangled Roots begins with a violent 

chance encounter during the Third Crusade to retake Jerusalem from its Islamic occupiers 

and follows the history of an ancient cross that makes its way to a family farm in the 

Pennsylvania Colony, telling the American story through the genealogical lines of three 

families. 

 

Tangled Roots is a great read for book clubs, history buffs, genealogy addicts, and anyone 

who enjoys a good story. 

 

*Upon request author will host an online meeting with your local book club to discuss Tangled Roots and the 
intersection of historical fiction and genealogy. 


